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A History of Food 
Irradiation in South 
Africa

Cherin Balt



1960

1970

1980

Joint Expert 
Committee 
(JECFI)- irradiation 
is not a food 
additive and safe 
for all foodstuffs

1979

AEB- unconditional 
clearance for food 
irradiation in South 
Africa

1987

EU not accepting 
irradiated fruit-
decommissioning 
of Tzaneen facility

1977

First commercial 
irradiator (HEPRO 
Tzaneen)

Concluded certain 
irradiated 
commodities are 
safe for 
consumption 

1976

1974

International Food 
Irradiation Project 
(IFIP) granted
SA full 
membership



1980

Department of 
Health (DoH) 
clearance to 
supply irradiated 
food to South 
African Defence 
Force (SADF)

1989 1992

Department of 
Health (DoH) 
approval for AEC 
to sell to outdoor 
enthusiasts

1995

1.8 billion portions sold to SADF

1985

≥ 45 kGy
-20 ~ -40 ° C
> 2 years

V2a

2000s

Pelindaba
Gamwave



1970s 1990

Legislate all honey 
imports to SA 
irradiated for 
potential American 
Foulbrood

V2a

First feasibility 
study to examine 
irradiation of 
plums

1996

HEPRO licensed 
by USDA to 
irradiate table 
grapes shipped to 
USA

2011
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Thank you for your 
attention

www.hepro.co.za

cherin@hepro.co.za

Cherin Balt
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